
Livelihood for 

Anti Human Trafficking Project 

 

Wayanad District Mission’s interventions in the rehabilitating of the survivors of 

Anti Human Trafficking has been commendable. Not only focusing on the 

Scheduled Tribes, but also they gave special focus to the workers at the colonies 

who were the victims of Anti Human Trafficking. Let’s have a look into the steps 

that Wayanad District Mission had taken up to find a solution to the issue and 

thereby to find them a livelihood of their own and to secure a better life. 

 

 Human Trafficking 

Today’s development dialogue abounds with discourses and debates on equality, 

social justice, empowerment, marginalization and other human rights issues. But 

it is really a paradox that even when the world discusses the millennium 

development goals and the empowerment era, incidences of human trafficking 

are being reported, worldwide. Even though it sounds ironic, that is the real 

situation that is persisting in the society. 

 Human trafficking caters to flesh trade, forced labour and illegal organ 

transplantation. Trafficking is considered as the third largest organized crime in 

the world. 

 

 



 

Anti Human-Trafficking Programme  

National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) initiated the anti-human-trafficking 

programme in 2013 following the direction from the Supreme Court to the 

Department of Rural Development, Government of India. 

In the context of rising cases of trafficking of women and children in rural areas, 

the Supreme Court, in the Buddhadev Karmaskar vs State of West Bengal case, 

issued directions to the Department of Rural Development to initiate steps to 

curb human trafficking. 

As the programme was started in Kerala, three blocks were selected from three 

border districts for the pilot programme. Apart from Devikulam in Idukki District 

and Chittur in Palakkad District, Mananthavadi in Wayanad district was selected 

for the pilot study. Those blocks were selected due to their reported incidence of 

human trafficking. The Three core areas of the NRLM pilot were Technical skill 

upgradation and economic rehabilitation, accessing entitlements and 

reintegration with the community. 

 

Kudumbashree Mission’s Anti Human Trafficking Project 

Anti Human Trafficking project can be called as an initiative of Kudumbashree 

Mission which was carried out as preventive and rehabilitative interventions. The 

project was initiated as a pilot study in selected 3 blocks namely Devikulam, 

Chittur and Mananthavady of Idukki, Palakkad and Wayanad respectively.  



Creating livelihood opportunities for the affected and developing social and 

institutional support have been part of the pilot project.  

The wide spread three tier network system of Kudumbashree Mission had been 

its strength in implementing such a project. The strong links with the local self-

government institutions had helped Kudumbashree to address the complexities of 

trafficking. The network's inherent strengths helped in conducting effective 

situational analysis for identifying vulnerable groups, high risk families, escapees 

and resistors.  

The project implementation has been through collaborative efforts of the 

Kudumbashree community network, project staff, local governments and the 

social justice department. 

Extensive focused group discussions were conducted to identify the vulnerable 

groups, high risk groups, and those who have escaped or resisted atrocities. 

Migration centres were set up for the registration of people leaving the state as 

job seekers for preventing trafficking. The centre has a system for verifying the 

facts for people registered. The centre also focuseds on emotional and vocational 

rehabilitation of the survivors among high risk groups.  

The project aims to bring down and contain human trafficking in the selected 

blocks. Along with this, Project also aims to equip the victims, escapees, survivors 

and High risk group’s identified by the project with the help of AHT cells, rescue 

organisations, Social Justice Department and NGO’s etc, from across the state 

with technical skilling and economic rehabilitation and thereby reintegration with 

the community. 



As a part of Anti Human Trafficking project the Migration centers were mainly 

started in these three blocks for the coordination of the activities and for the 

prevention of trafficking in that area during the pilot study. The center aims to 

focus on prevention of trafficking, emotional and vocational rehabilitation of the 

survivors through Counseling, Vocational Training and livelihood programmes. 

Snehitha (Gender Help Desk), round the clock working short stay home is also 

started as a part of Anti Human Trafficking in these districts. 1007 High risk people 

(Vulnerable to trafficking) were identified through the AHT intervention such as 

House visit, survey and focus group discussions. As part of the rehabilitation 

process of these High risk people Kudumbashree provide livelihood support to the 

identified. 

 

Anti Human Trafficking project in Wayanad District 

The Anti Human Trafficking project was started implementing in the district 

during 2015. The identified victims of the Anti Human Trafficking were the ones 

migrated from Kodaku and nearby states. To identify the victims, AHT boxes were 

installed in Panchayath offices at Thirunelli, Thavinjaal, Edavaka, Thondarnaadu, 

Mananthavady and in Kudumbashree Wayanad District Mission office.  

Awareness classes were given to them and to follow up the issues, monthly 

sittings were also organized.  The programme was linked with Snehitha for 

monitoring purpose. 

 

 



Implementation of the Programme 

The Kudumbashree community network could respond to issues from a socio-

economic perspective. The other social interventions including counseling, legal 

awareness, ensuring support system etc helped them to cope with and to 

overcome the trauma induced by human trafficking. 

The support in education, livelihood and health were the main focus area. The 

affected person was encouraged and supported to engage in livelihood options.  

Kudumbashree Mission’s community network's experience in livelihood 

promotion through enterprises had helped a lot in the economic interventions for 

the trafficking affected persons.  

In the district, most of the identified women were unmarried mothers, who were 

the victims of ‘Mysore Wedding’. As a first step to rehabilitate them, 

Kudumbashree called for meeting in each and every ward and after taking 

surveys, a list was also prepared. A total of 122 people were identified as 

vulnerable and affected. Out of them 27 were the victims of Mysore wedding 

system and 95 of them were unmarried mothers. And 72 of them belonged to the 

Scheduled Tribes. 

Total Number Identified 122 

No. of the victims of Mysore Wedding 27 

No.  of unmarried mothers identified 95 

No. of those belonging to Scheduled Tribes  72 

 



The rehabilitation for them was mainly focused on livelihood, health and 

education. For finding livelihood for them loan without interest was distributed 

among them. For one and half years, only awareness was given to them. Based on 

the responses received through AHT boxes, follow ups were conducted.  One 

sitting per month was conducted and was clubbed with Snehitha Gender Help 

Desk. 

So as to help them, to find livelihood help was provided to the, Chicken, goats and 

cows were provided for them and training in tailoring was also given to them. 

The financial assistance provided to them was purely devoid of interest. Rs. 

15,000 was given for those who reared chicken. Rs 35,000 was for those who 

reared cows and Rs. 20,000 were given for tailoring units and for those who 

reared goats it was Rs 20,000 . 

Following is the list of the assistance provided to them.  

 

Year 

Help Provided 

Chicken Goat Cow Tailoring 

2015 - 20 

( 4 each to 5 

membered 

group) 

- - 

2016-17 - 13 2 - 

2018 1 - 2 1 



 

Those who availed the assistance in the initial time had been making maximum 

out of it and as they had performed well, it’s also planned to give them cows for 

rearing in the future, thereby improving their livelihoods. The CDS of Thirunelli 

Panchayath had been fully active that they are in the forefront to identify the real 

beneficiaries of such a programme with of great importance. 

 

Scope 

The interventions of Kudumbashree Mission has got a huge relevance in the life of 

the Anti Human Trafficking victims that for them the interventions of 

Kudumbashree had shown a new ray of hope for them. To attain health, 

education and livelihood again is to return to a normal life for them. 

Kudumbashree’s interventions into this sector is very notable and is really 

commentable.  In Wayanad district, the ways for finding their livelihood was 

mainly given to them.  

Only such interventions could bring hope and positivity into such lives. Wayanad 

District Mission had been paying special attention to the project and are providing 

assistance to them, thereby helping them to improve their lives. Wayanad District 

Mission is making fruitful interventions in this sector, which is worth replicating 

by others as well. 


